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[Abstract]

The Faith of Buddhism Iluminated through
the Development of Views on Buddha

Ro, Kwon-yong

Usually it is said that the innermost core of Buddhist faith is nothing
but the issues about Buddha. The naive view on Buddha of the primitive
Buddhism, based on the respect of Sakamuni as the realizer of truth,
has been deepened and developed into various views through Abhidharma
Buddhism and Mahayana Buddhism. In the history of Buddhism, we
can find poly-Buddhas of Maitreya as a future Buddha, and Amita as
a pure-land Buddha, and then we are able to meet Everlasting Sakamuni
Buddha unifying all those poly-Buddhas. Furthermore, the thought of
Omnipresent-Universal Buddha as an eternal and limitless universal Buddha
was proposed, and the inner Buddha like as Tathagathagarbha or
Buddha-nature was emphasized in the middle age of Mahayana Buddhism.
And then, in the last period of Mahayana, the thought of Mahavairocana
Buddha was developed.

On the other hand, all the view points of Buddhas had been analysed
by Buddh-kaya theories for the philosophical research about essence and
phenomena of those Buddhas. In the period of primitive Buddhism,



the simple two-bodies theory of Dharma-kaya and Nirmana-kaya has
been suggested. And in the early period of Mahayana, it is deepened
by Nagarjuna, who emphasized on the both sides of true voidness and
marvellous existence. After all it has been developed to three-bodies
theory which was based on the thought of Boddhisattva ot the theory
of 'transmutation of the support. However it has been established by
the idea of third body, Sambhoga-kaya, which is arle to harmonize the
eternity of Dharma-kaya with the concreteness of Nirmana-kaya.

The development of all the view points on Buddha and Buddha-kaya
mentioned above, of course, is originated from cultural, social and historical
differences. And to some degree, it can be attributed to the diversity
and stages of human being's religious psychology or tecognition about
Ultimate Reality. In this respect, this paper organized the various religious
meanings that appeared in these views on Buddha, according to their
characteristics. And then by unifying and sublating those vatious religious
meanings and characteristics critically, we would like to get an ideal direction
for the faith of Buddhism.

Key Words: the view on Buddha, a pure-land Buddha, poly-Buddhas,
Everlasting Sakamuni Buddha, Tathagathagarbha, Mahavairocana Buddha,

three-bodies theory of Dharma-kaya * Sambhoga-kaya * Nirmana-kaya
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