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[Abstract]
The Buddhakaya of the Lotus Sutra

Ven. Sung-woo(Seo, In-lyeol)
This paper examines the Buddhakaya of the Lotus Sutra. I studied

the unity of the Dharma and the buddha, the idea of past buddhas,

and the transcendental nature of the Buddha found in early sutras and
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the Lotus Suatra. All these three aspects point to the original concept
of Buddhakaya. I have reached the following conclusions.

First, the Lotus Sutra follows the themes of the eatly sutras faithfully.
But interdependent origination is described as sarva-dharmata and
saddharma in the Upaya-kaudalya-pativarto nama dvitiyah. And all the
different names for 'truth' are unified as eka-yana.

Second, when these sutras (eatly sutras and the Lotus Sutra) talk about
buddhas, they often describe past buddhas, present buddhas and future
buddhas together. That fact seems to indicate the buddha's life span
is eternal.

Third, these sutras (eatly sutras and the Lotus Sttra) seem to emphasize
the transcendental nature of the buddha, as suggested by the ten different
names of the buddha, the 32 auspicious signs and the 80 features of
the buddha. But Dipakara, who in early sutras is described as the oldest
buddha, is introduced in the Lotus Sttra merely as one of many past
buddhas who can't transcend time. But the three aspects mentioned above
made a great contribution to forming the unified Buddhakaya in the
Lotus Sutra.

Next, the Buddhakaya of the Lotus Sutra can be summarized as follows:

First, I concluded that the Lotus Sutra defines a buddha as a savior
of all beings and embodies the Buddhakayaka faithfully through the unity
of sarva-dharma. Mahayana Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism before
the Lotus Suatra accepted a limited enlightenment; they didn't talk about
enlightenment for all beings. But in the Lotus Sutra, enlightenment
is described as being available to all human beings, including
sravaka'vayakarana, icchantika, lay women, bhikshunis.

Second, unity of sarva-dharma and sarva-buddha is expressed
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dramatically through the image of two buddhas sitting together in
rantna-mayah stapa. It means that wherever the eternal Shakyamuni Buddha
exists, there is the truth of unity of the universe.

Third, the Lotus Satra's declaration that the original buddha is eternal
provides a larger picture of unity, not only of the sarva-buddha but
also the Buddhakaya in Mahayana Buddhism. The unity of sarva-dharma
in the Upaya-kausalya-parivarto nama dvitiyah is described as the unity
of sarva-buddha in the Tathagatayus-pramana-pativarto nama sodasamal.

Through this study I came to the conclusion that revival of the
Buddhakaya of Saddharmapundiika Buddhism is the only hope of modern
Buddhism and the only guidance which guarantees the prosperity of future
Buddhism.

Key Wotds: the unity of the Dharma and the buddha, sarva-dharmata,

cka-yana-saddharma, the eternal Shakyamuni, two buddhas sitting.

(2009. 10. 15. &11; 2009. 12. 12. £&; 2009. 12. 15. zH=H)
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