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[Abstract]

Military Activity of Great Monk Seosan-daesa and
Memorial Project for Him in the Late-Joseon Dynasty

Hwang, In-gyu

This study aims to reestablish the national respect and social status
of a great monk, Seosan-daesa, Cheongheodang-Hyujeong who restored
dismal status of Buddhism in the mid-Joseon Dynasty. The great monk,
Seosan has had a great influence on Korean Buddhism enough to consider
that almost all Buddhist monks in Korea are included among his disciples.
In an era in which Confucianism was respected and Buddhism was
supptessed, the Buddhist orders were dismissed and monks were forced
to move into the mountains. Even Cheongheodang-Hyujeong was
imprisoned for false accusation of treason, although released.

When the Japanese Invasion threatened Korea's existence and King
Seonjo was forced to evacuate Hanyang (the current Seoul) and flee
to Euiju in the northern part of Korea, the 73 year old great monk
was the commander-in-chief of an army that he raised, with a written
appeal to monks, to save the nation. He did this patriotic and noble
deed for the country despite the fact that he had been persecuted by
the government and as a monk should observe the commandment of
ahimsa (no destruction of life).

Nevertheless, tributes to him remain in only three places: Myohyang
Mountain where the great monk stayed in the era of King Youngjo
and King Jeongjo; Milyang, the birthplace of his representative disciple,

Samyoung; and Dacheung Temple in the southern part of the Korean

MLttiAlel s2eSn =] FEAY 253



Peninsula that became a center of Buddhism in the late-Joseon Dynasty.
Other memorial projects for him are scarcely found and even their existence
has been forgotten. This study aims to resurrect his will and deeds in
our modern community while admiring and honoring him for his patriotic

mind.

Key Words: Doseon(G&#t), Muhak(#5), Seosan(#4111) Pyochoongsa(#:
&), Soochoongsa(#l£i), Buddhism for National Protection(BIZ #tfilii!
A1), Buddhist monks(f7), Soowonseongdo(BiahifEf), Four Great Sages

(2009. 10. 24. &11; 2009. 12. 12. £&; 2009. 12. 15. zHE=H)
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