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[Abstract]
A View on Buddhakayas in the Avatamsaka Sutra

Ven. Bon-gak(Jin, Young-you)

The Avatamsaka Sutra states that there are immeasurable numbers
of buddhakayas. The Avatamsaka Sitra desctibes manifestations of various
bodies, such as those of tathagatas, bodhisattvas and kalyanamitras whom
many bhiksunis, the Mayadevi (the Queen Maya), and the God of Night,
etc. belong to. Although these manifestations are divided into diverse
categories, such divisions are not significant in itself because all buddhakayas
should be understood in the context of the doctrine of perfect
interpenetration without obstruction (Won-yung-mu-ae, [HIF44#ERE).

The name of Virocana appears frequently in the chapter on
Concentration of Samantabhadra (Bo-hyeon-sam-mae-pum, £ — )
and the chapter on Lotus Store World (Hwa-jang-se-kye-pum, #Ej 1 hh),
which serve as the introductory section of the Sutra. It is in the chapter
on Entry into the Realm of Reality (Ip-beop-kye-pum, ALES ), the
last one of the Sutra that the title of Vairocana is used most frequently.

Virocana as the title for the Enlightened One is greatly emphasized
by the Huayan(#pk) doctrine of Chinese Buddhism, especially by
Chengguan(#{l, 738~839).

The Huayan school of Chinese Buddhism propagated the doctrine
of the Ten Buddhakayas. Zhiyan('#) in particular claimed in his later
book, Kongmu zhang(fLH7i) the doctrine of two kinds of the Ten
Buddhakayas(—ffi+£ ). The first is the Ten Buddhas of Action(f1i+
), and the other is the Ten Buddhas of Wisdom(fii5i1-#t). The doctrine
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of two kinds of the Ten Buddhakayas is accepted as one of the key
doctrines of Buddhakayas. The Ten Buddhakayas also represent the perfect
coalescence of three times(the past, present and future) and three wortlds(F
=itfK]). While Zhiyan strictly limited the presence of the Enlightened
Being to the Ten Buddhakayas, Fazang(iZ#, 643~712) and Chengguan
compared and equaled the Trikayas and the Ten Buddhakayas.

Overall, the Chinese Huayan(3j#%) school undetlined the Ten Buddhas
of Wisdom more than those of Action from the perspective of the perfect
coalescence of three times and three worlds, in an attempt to view the
Buddhakaya within the doctrine of the perfect harmonization. Huayan
also highlights the importance of practice by emphasizing Wisdom and
Action and perfect harmonization of the three sages (Sam-sung-won-yung,
—HAlih) in order to realize the Buddhakaya;, Wisdom and Action ate
needed to become aware of the Buddhakaya, while the harmonization
of Mafijusri Bodhisattva and Samantabhadra Bodhisattva to realize the
Virocana Buddha. There is a deep symbolic meaning in the fact that
Chengguan used the doctrine of the Ten Buddhas of Wisdom in the
title of the sutra which establishes the docttine of the Four Dharmadhatu(t
FiLAY), the final stage of Huayan teachings.

In conclusion, the doctrine of Buddhakaya or the term, 'Buddha
-manifestation’ as appearing in Huayan doctrine or the Avatamsaka Satra
is used as a vessel to contain and express the doctrine of perfect

harmonization, rather than having a doctrinal importance of its own.

Key Words: View on Buddhakaya(f#i-Ffi), Two different kinds of the
Ten Buddhakayas(—ffi+5ift), Ten Buddhas of Action(f78i 1), Ten
Buddhas of Wisdom(fi#hs 1)
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