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[Abstract]

The Formation and Development
of the view on Buddha of Esoteric Buddhism

Heo, Il-beom

The formation and development of the view on Buddha of Esoteric
Buddhism began at the stage of substantialization of historically
transcendental being like Sikyamuni Buddha, not as a historical being.

Therefore the origin of the view on Buddha of Esoteric Buddhism
has to be seek in the appearance of Mahayana Buddhism.

As Mahayana Buddhism rose, the various Sutras appeared. And the
ways of expressions of Buddha were diversified. Among them the
conception of triguhya and Dharmakaya preached in the Gandavyiha
Sutra functioned as authoritative sutra that announced the appearance
of Buddha as a historically transcendental being.

Following that as time passed by the Sutras of Esoteric Buddhism
with new aspects were organized, and ultimately the new status of Buddha
entered. In other words the historically transcendental status of Buddha
that could substitute Sakyamuni appeared.

The Sutras of eatly Esoteric Buddhism among those Sutras of Esoteric
Buddhism tried to overcome the status of Buddha as a historical being
by using the name of already existing Buddha rather than the appearance
of Buddha as a historically transcendental being.

But since the middle of 7th century Buddha as a historically
transcendental being appeared. It is the appearance of new noble status

with the mame of Mahavairocana not with the mame of Dharmakaya



or Vairocana or Bhagavat.

These names were the noble names that were different from the
already existing ones and was considered as acting status of Buddha.

This status that rose above the history developed religious teaching
in a new manner.

The religious teaching was realized in kaya-vac-citta-triguhya-mandala.

And through them the ascetics were provided with the faster way
to access to the religious teaching. kaya-guhya symbolized the Buddhist
teaching through maha-mandala which is kaya-mandala. vac-guhya
symbolized the Buddhist teaching through dharama-mandala which is
vac-mandala. citta-mandala symbolized the Buddhist teaching through
samaya-mandala which is citta-mandala.

And these were realization of the religious teaching in a whole new
manner which couldn't be seen in the ordinary sutras of Buddhism.

In other words this was the realization that kaya-vac-citta of the status
of Buddha which was Mahavairocana could be symbolized in kaya-
vac-citta-mandala.

Moreover, by realization of kaya-vac-citta of the status of Buddha,
the way that it could be corresponded to kaya-vac-citta which ascetics
had could be presented.

By expressing kaya-vac-citta of the status of Buddha which appeared
in mandala through Shape, Letter and Symbol the ascetics could correspond
kaya-vac-citta of the status of Buddha to triguhya of the status of Buddha
through Mudra, Mantra and Bhavana.

Ultimately the view on Buddha of Esoteric Buddhism inherited the
conception of Mahayana Buddhism and organized the wotld of Buddha

and Bodhisattva and symbolized into the functioning concrete and visible
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noble community by impersonating the noble status of Buddha which
was the core of it

By formation of this Buddhistic community of mandala the process
of triguhya-yoga that Buddha the and ascetics were changed into one

was presented.

Key Words: maha-mandala, dharama-mandala, samaya-mandala,
triguhya—maljldala, kaya-mandala, vac-mandala, citta-mandala, Maha-

vairocana, Dharmakaya, Esoteric Buddhism
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