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ABSTRACT

The Characteristics and Its Status of Buddhist
Painting of Queen Munjeong Period:

Focusing on 'Comparative Study in the Formal Aspects'

of Buddhist Paintings of the Early Joseon Dynasty

Kang, So-Yon
Professor, Joong—Ang Sangha University

This paper aims to examine the characteristics and its status of
Buddhist paintings originated and sponsored by Queen Munjeong (3£
€ T J5). In order to expose the formal and stylistic characteristics
of the paintings properly, a comparative study with representative
works of that period was done. Through these observations, it could
be confirmed that the artist Yi Jasil (Z* H &) is prominent as a major
producer of the representative works. His capacity is known to the
world first through the {Thirty-two Nirmanakaya of the Avalokite$vara
(B2 5% =+ e lf)) painting which Queen Inseong ordered.
And he continues to mainly engaged in the Buddhist paintings
commemorating the reconstruction of Hyoam Temple (1 %=F) publi-
cally sponsored by Queen Munjeong. In particular, in this paper

introduced {Amitabha Triad (P75 FE —E[&E)) painting in Saimyouji
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(P§HI=F), Kyoto Japan with Yi Jasil sign of himself for the first time
in Korea. This work, which is sure to be a work of interest, was
compared with other similar works of that time. Through these
analyzes, we have examined how the works of Lee Jasil, who had
a decisive influence on the form and style of Buddhist painting in
the sixteenth century, contributed to the end of Joseon dynasty royal
Buddhist painting. Despite the era of suppressing Buddhism, Buddhist
painting continues to be produced in the royal court of the Early Joseon
period, which was possible by the patronage of the queens. The role
of the sponsors of the queens, such as Queen Jeonghui, Queen
Jeonghyeon, Queen Inseong and finally Queen Munjeong, was very
great in maintaining the tradition. The last work of this royal Buddhist
painting of the tradition is the Hyoam Temple's commemorative work
which was led by Queen Munjeong and Monk Bowoo. In fact,
Buddhist works of art at the national public level disappear after this
work which means the end of the royal style. Finally, the change of
the aspect of royal Buddhist painting in the Joseon Dynasty was
divided into three stages and explained focusing on the final step of
Queen Munjeong's period. Through the comparison of the three steps,
the characteristics and positions of the works of Queen Munjeong's
period was examined in the overall tendency of royal court style of

the Early Joseon Dynasty.

Key Words: Queen Munjeong, Buddhist Painting, Yi Jasil, Amitabha
Triad Painting, Early Joseon, Royal Style
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