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Ven. Seongcheol’s Dharma Talks and
His Usage of the Skillful Means

Choe, Won-sup
Former Researcher, Uiduk University

Toe-ong Seongcheol (1912-1993) is a person who introduced the
core of Buddhism from his practice to the public in the language of
modern knowledge. His public dissemination which contains his
concermns of the times, was presented in the form of modern knowledge,
especially in the form of Dharma Talks using science and ordinary
language, to the general public. This paper is for searching the
significance of the times of his two ways of the public dissemination.
In his Dharma Talks to many university students during 1960s,
Seongcheol tried to prove that Buddhism is not old and stupid, but
fresh and wonderful, in two aspects: material and spiritual, that the
world we live in is not a world full of pain and anguish, but neither
non-appearing nor non-disappearing. In the 1980s, he also expressed
Buddhist conceptions such as “Gyeonseong-jeukbul” (.14 E1ffi, Seeing
one’s nature is just Buddha) and “Bollae-seongbul” (4<% 1,

Originally Buddha) in modern Korean. His public dissemination is
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a good example of utilizing the skillful means of the truth itself.
Key Words: Toe-ong Seongcheol, Dharma Talks, Skillful Means,

Truth, Neither Non-appearing Nor Non-disappearing,
Bollae-seongbul (42K fffi, Originally Buddha)
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