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ABSTRACT

The Crisis of Korean Buddhism

and Its Response

Lew, Seung-mu

Professor, Joong—ang Sangha University

An, Sin—jung(Ven. Jae-ma)

Ordination Catechist, Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism

This manuscript is a small study for diagnosing the crisis of Korean
Buddhism and preparing for future Buddhism, based on the Buddhist
monks and nuns <Reference 1>, and a survey of the consciousness
of male and female members of the household <Reference 2>. In
particular, it seeks to respond to the future orientation of Korean
Buddhism based on the data shown by the Buddhist tendencies of
the MZ generation. The current crisis of Korean Buddhism is accom-
panied by secularization in the social system level and dereligion in
the behavioral level, and it is expected that a tsunami of various forms
including the super-aging of the Buddhist population is expected. In
modern society, religion is located on the periphery as one of various
social functioning systems, and is only a part of Korea's diversified
religious market. Above all, the change in the Korean demographic

structure toward the low birth rate/super-aging demographic structure
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has a major impact on the decline of the Buddhist population and
the Buddhist crisis. This greatly affects the reproduction problem of
Korean Buddhism, resulting in the collapse of the Sangha, resulting
in the absence of Buddhist catechesis and training, resulting in a
qualitative and quantitative crisis. In this crisis, the MZ generation,
who will be responsible for future Buddhism, investigated changes
and opportunities in the direction of their religious experiences and
orientation. Here, realizing the purity of the Sangha is the most basic
and important foundation for the development of Buddhism and should
be given the highest priority. To this end, the most urgent task was
to come up with a solution to the structural problems of the Korean
Buddhist monks. Second, future Korean Buddhism aims to strengthen
the practice of Bodhisattva, while innovating practices in line with
the times and putting them into practical use in a beneficial direction
for real life. Above all, the most urgent social role required for Korean
Buddhism must be accompanied by a change in consciousness and
attitude along with a generational change at the subjective level. it
will come true If we take advantage of the characteristics of Buddhism

to strengthen the public nature, future Buddhism can be a hope.

Key Words: Buddhist Crisis, Change of Consciousness, Buddhist
Future, Clean Sangga, Participatory Buddhism
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