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ABSTRACT

Animal Experiment and Conflict between
Pros and Cons from Buddhist Ethical

Perspective

Jung, Ha-youn(Ven. Sung-yup)
Ph.D Student, Graduate School, Joong—Ang Sangha University

The 21st century is an era of pets, and the number of households
raising pets increases significantly every year, Awareness of animals
is also rising to the status of 'companion' beyond the stage of 'pet'.
Along with this change in perception of animals, the issue of animal
rights is even more emerging, including ethical conflicts over animal
testing. Animal testing and the confrontation between the pros and
cons surrounding it had already existed for a long time, but in the
modern era, it became popular and began to be discussed in earnest.

However, the realistic position, such as usefulness and lack of
alternatives, and the ethical position that insists on the equality of
animals and humans have not been able to find a compromise until
now, and arouse debate among many ethicists. Recently, reports
analyzing scholars' opinions on the views surrounding animal testing

have been studied,while papers have also been published in religious
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academia to study solutions surrounding animal testing from the
doctrinal perspective of each system.

The reason why religion is interested in such social problems may
be because of the function of education it has. Religion arose and
developed with society, and has been implicitly in charge of ethical
and philosophical education of its members. In other words, religions
that harm members of society or have doctrines that go against the
social system naturally turned away and disappeared over time.
Accordingly, this content seeks to consider an ethical perspective by
disposing of animal experiments and the confrontation of pros and cons
surrounding them to Buddhist doctrines.

Buddhism basically uses "fire and death" as an important discipline,
but the confrontation between animal testing and the pros and cons
over it cannot find an appropriate compromise with these fragmentary
and deterministic discipline. Accordingly, it was substituted for animal
experiments in light of the Baramil idea of T#E##E,; which emphasizes
acting ideas and practice, one of the Buddha's early teachings. As a result
of the study, it can be seen that there is a limit to the application
of two-dimensional theory and practice that claims only one side of animal
experimentation and the conflict surrounding it. It is expected that theo-
retical accumulation will be established to escape from ethical conflicts
over animal testing by presenting a multidimensional understanding of

causality based on the law of acting and practical behavior based on it.

Key Words: Buddhist Ethics, Animal Experiment, 12-Paticcasamuppada,

Ten-Paramitas, Avatamsaka Sutra
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