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ABSTRACT

Changes in Religious Environment and
Response Strategies in the Post-COVID-19
Era

Jung, Seung-an
Assistant Professor, Tongmyong University

The COVID-19 pandemic, which first began in China in December
2019 and spread to the world, ended with various traces of clear contrast
before and after COVID-19, although a few years later. In terms of
COVID-19 pandemic and changes in the religious environment, the first
thing to look at is the changes in the times brought about by information
and globalization and its social results.

Since the 2000s, globalization has threatened the agenda of international
cooperation and interest in sustainable development as protectionism
and selfishness have been expressed for the benefit of individual
countries due to geopolitical conflicts, inflation, and the resulting
deepening economic downturn. The COVID-19 pandemic situation in
the midst of this has served as an opportunity for the era of globalization
based on interdependent international cooperation to be evaluated as
a place of checks and conflicts for selfish national interests, along with
the response to the role and influence of the World Health Organization
(WHO) in charge of responses to diseases. The so-called "end of the

globalization era" has emerged. The need for re-globalization beyond
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the existing concept of globalization is also mentioned.

In today's social situation through COVID-19 pandemic, interest and
research on the relationship between religion and society eventually
lead to encounters with religion and society. It is also necessary to
pay attention to the sociological interest in religion, which is raising
many questions about the social function and role of religion. Entering
the 2000s, various discussions about the relationship between neoliberal
globalization and religion appeared. As in studies on the commer-
cialization of neoliberalism and religious culture, there are various
discussions on religion and globalization in general sociological studies,
ranging from the result that 'religious interest increases and economic
growth decreases interest in religion during recessions'. Changes in the
religious environment are affected in conjunction with aspects of
globalization. This is why we should pay attention to changes in various
non-religious environments affecting religion.

There is a limit to mentioning the discussion of Buddhism's social
practice extensively. Nevertheless, it is clear that Buddhism can also
contribute to solving the suffering that humans have and the suffering
or problems they face in reality, if we evoke it through interest in
the social function of religion. After all, the most essential limitation
of neoliberal globalization is that the logic for satisfying human desires
has not deviated from the main logic that explains society and the
economy. This is why it is necessary to find new possibilities and
suggest alternatives through Buddhist reflection along with the

essential crisis of modern capitalist civilization.

Key Words: COVID-19 Pandemic, Neoliberalism, Religious Environment,
Buddhism, Reflection
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