










































































218  불교사상과 문화 제1호

the Lotus Sūtra. All these three aspects point to the original concept 

of Buddhakāya. I have reached the following  conclusions.

First, the Lotus Sūtra follows the themes of the early sutras faithfully. 

But interdependent origination is described as sarva-dharmatā and 

saddharma in the Upāya-kauśalya-parivarto nāma dvitīyaḥ. And all the 

different names for 'truth' are unified as eka-yāna.

Second, when these sutras (early sutras and the Lotus Sūtra) talk about 

buddhas, they often describe past buddhas, present buddhas and future 

buddhas together. That fact seems to indicate the buddha's life span 

is eternal.

Third, these sutras (early sutras and the Lotus Sūtra) seem to emphasize 

the transcendental nature of the buddha, as suggested by the ten different 

names of the buddha, the 32 auspicious signs and the 80 features of 

the buddha. But Dipakara, who in early sutras is described as the oldest 

buddha, is introduced in the Lotus Sūtra merely as one of many past 

buddhas who can't transcend time. But the three aspects mentioned above 

made a great contribution to forming the unified Buddhakāya in the 

Lotus Sūtra.

Next, the Buddhakāya of the Lotus Sūtra can be summarized as follows:

First, I concluded that the Lotus Sūtra defines a buddha as a savior 

of all beings and embodies the Buddhakāyaka faithfully through the unity 

of sarva-dharma. Mahayana Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism before 

the Lotus Sūtra accepted a limited enlightenment; they didn't talk about 

enlightenment for all beings. But in the  Lotus Sūtra, enlightenment 

is described as being available to all human beings, including 

srāvaka'vāyakaraṇa, icchantika, lay women, bhikshunis. 

Second, unity of sarva-dharma and sarva-buddha is expressed 
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