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ABSTRACT

The Situation and Challenges of

Religious-based Intentional Communities

Yoo, Jung-Gil
Head Operation, Buddhist Ecological Solidarity

The current ecological crisis strongly demands human beings to shift
to a ecologically sustainable life and development model. It demands
not just linear growth, but a circular society. The ecological crisis
asks us to turn toward economic growth that considers not merely
economy but also environment, human rights, and peace. In addition,
it requires qualitative maturity above simple quantative growth. It calls
for social behavior to consider not only the current generation but
for future generations, and democracy in which life beings of the rest
on the earth are considered equally.

It also cries for a shift spiritual development rather than material
value, and a transition to happiness not through money, but in
relationships. The regional and village-based Intentional community
movement, which is sought at the request of a paradigm shift in
existing development, growth and happiness, is drawing attention as

a hopeful and alternative life style for the future of the mankind.
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So far, various communities have been tried. Most of them are based
on collaboration and cooperation among the people on the grass-roots
dimension. These communities have tried ecologically circular and
self-reliant communities aiming to promote relationships and
process-oriented values rather than objectives-oriented outcomes. They
include the Commune, the Intentional community, the Co-housing
community, the Eco-Village community, the Workers' Community and
the Network Community.

In particular, the models of Catholic monastery movement, Christian
religious community, and Buddhist regional community and meditation
community are the newly recognized examples of highly future-
oriented attempts. Today, community movements on the basis of
various religious traditions are rapidly increasing in Korean society,
and in the same context Buddhism is also seeking to play a central

role in the local community.

Key Words: Community Movement, Intentional Community, Green
Buddhism, Co-Housing, Eco-Village, Republic of Village,
Commune, Refarming Movement, Ecology, Peace

Movement, Sustainable Development
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