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ABSTRACT

Modern Society and Examples of
Buddhist-based Alternative Community

Movement

Park, Jae—Hyun
Director, Collaborative Future Center, New Bodhisattva Network

The world witnesses stagnant economy and faces serious socio-
economic inequality and structural problems such as the gap between
rich and poor, employment insecurity and aging population. Korean
society is also confronted with the same crisis since the financial crisis
in 1987 and 2008. Due to limitless competition and survival of the
fittest, the crisis of the community is getting worse and public values
are disappearing.

Currently, Korean society is paying attention to the community
through reflection on the neoliberal social structure and the life that
has been driven by limitless competition. In the present age, when
economic growth is not linked to individual happiness and social
prosperity, social transition through restoration of alternative
community based on the region is a challenge.

Community is also a major concern and a key agenda in the
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religious community. On the one hand, while Catholics are pursuing
localization strategies such as the 'Small Community Movement' with
a centralized competence, Protestant has been putting the vision of
mission in the 21st century into the local community and cultural
mission since 2010. Unlike Korean Buddhism, Overseas Buddhism
suggests Engaged Buddhism. It reinterprets the doctrines of Buddhism
on the basis of historical tradition and experience of Sangha in line
with the currents of modern society, carrying out a community
movement in villages and communities,

On the other hand, Korean Buddhism, unlike the social trend, has
dismantled its long tradition of community and walked in the path
of survival of the fittest, causing a crisis of decline. In order to
overcome the crisis, Buddhism must restore the tradition of the lost
community and rebuild social trust by implementing community in
the region.

In this paper, I will introduce representative cases of alternative
community activities in the region by Buddhist base and examine the
implications of the cases to the alternative community movement in
Korean society. With acknowledging the lack of data and researches
on the activities of Buddhist-based alternative community movements
and the limit of the paper, I want to open the stage of discussion
and practice to establish alternative community practice strategies and

models of Buddhism.

Key Words: Community, Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, Catuddisa
Sangha, Greyston Mandala, Co-Housing, Alternative
Community Buddhist Network
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