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ABSTRACT

Developments and Characteristics of Royal

Buddhism in Early Joseon Dynasty:

Focusing on Women's Buddhism

Tak, Hyo-Jeong
Academy of Korean Studies

This paper is a study of the characteristics of the royal Buddhism
of early Joseon Dynasty focusing on women's Buddhism. Early Joseon
Dynasty is a time of conflict between Confucian bureaucrats who want
to establish a Confucian ruling system and royal women who wanted
to maintain Buddhism.

The kings, along with their scholars, prepared various policies to
reduce the socio-economic basis of Buddhism, but the Buddhist beliefs
of women continued in the royal family steadily. The Queens and
concubines of this period inherited the Koryo tradition and built
temples for the royal family, and published scriptures.

Many concubines from King Sejong to King Sungjong became
monks successively and remodeled the palace into temples. In
particular, the Great Queens with great political influence exerted an

effort to protect Buddhism by influencing the husband and the son.

218



This article summarizes the characteristics of the Buddhist faith of
the royal women of Early Joseon Dynasty in three ways. The first
is that voluntary renunciation of the concubines was continued, the
second was the active faith and the advocacy for Buddhism continued,
and the third was that the ascetic tendency was stronger than the late
Joseon Dynasty. The Buddhist beliefs of the royal women in Early
Joseon Dynasty were quite active and voluntary. This is because
women's authority was much greater than in the late Joseon period,
and the level of Buddhist faith was also high. The Buddhist faith of
royal women in Early Joseon Dynasty served as an important

nourishment for Buddhism to last until the late Joseon Dynasty.

Key Words: Joseon Dynasty, Buddhism, Royal Family, Buddhist Royal
Enshrine, Buddhist Service, Buddhist Nun (It F/8)
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