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ABSTRACT

The Operational Principles of the Sangha
Community and Its Contemporary

Implications

Lee, Myoung-Ho
Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology, Hanyang University

In this paper, we have assumed the community of the early
Buddhism as the Ideal type of community. Then, we have summarized
the operating principles of the Sangha community and reinterpreted
these principles so that it can be applied in contemporary society. The
operation principles of the Sangha community are organized into three
principles. The first principle is “democratic decision-making for full
consensus”. The second operating principle is “sharing of goods”. The
third operating principle is "autonomy and norms". The second
principle is for a material basis for the stability of the community.
The third principle is the basis for the voluntary participation of
members of the community. The Sangha community that these two
principles are firm, is worked properly the first principle, that
democratic decisions are made in which all members are involved

and fully agreed. These three operating principles have the following
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implications in contemporary society: First, there is a need for
sufficient discussion and consensus that all stakeholders are involved
in all the other values to reconcile and compromise the interests of
the members. Second, in contemporary society, a sufficient social
safety net should be established and operated for people to get out
of private interests and to gain publicness. Finally, residents' autonomy
and citizen participation are possible only after the identity of a

specific community and the feeling of belonging of the community.
Key Words: Sangha, Community, Kamma[#5J#], Democracy, Delibe-

rative Democracy, Social Safety Net, Residents' Autonomy,

Norms
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