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ABSTRACT

The Early Huayan School’s
Understanding and Responding to
Tathagatagarbha Thoughts

Park, Bo-ram
Assistant Professor, Chungbuk University

Buddhism, which focuses on the identification of true 'me' to solve
the fundamental suffering of life, is characterized by the interpretation
of me as selfless, but from a very early stage of buddhism, the
interpretation of me as self also appears as an important axis of
Buddhism. Mahayanabuddhism reinterprets the nirvana of tathagataga
as the permanent residence of tathagataga, which makes tathaga-
tagarbha, a representative flow of the interpretation of me as self, born.

Since then, tathagatagarbha thoughts are influenced by Yogacara
thoughts, but rather Madhyamika thoughts is more actively embracing
tathagatagarbha thoughts. Its key is to understand tathagatagarbha
which is the body of tathagataga as $iinyata. It makes the self-
interpretation and nonself-interpretation harmonize.

Based on the thoughts of nonempty tathdgatagarbha (/%% 41121 &)
and empty tathagatagarbha (ZS415K5#), Zhiyan (%{#%) and Uisang (3%
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#H) included $unyata, a kind of nonself-interpretation, on tathaga-
tagarbha, a kind of self-interpretation. This is similar to the case of
Madhyamika school. Uisang further went from here to reinterpret

tathagatagarbha thoughts as the manifestation of tathagataga.

Key Words: Tathagatagarbha, Stinyata, Nonempty Tathagatagarbha (4~
ZENAR ), Empty Tathagatagarbha (ZS 4112k j#), Buddha
of Tathagatagarbha (4125 ffi), Zhiyan (%'fik), Uisang
(FEAH)
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