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ABSTRACT

Xuanzang’s Principles for the
Translation of Buddhist Texts:

Compared with Dao’an and Kumarajiva’s Principles

Cho, Yoonkyung
Assistant Professor, Andong National University

It was undoubtedly the most important task to translate Indian Buddhist
texts correctly into Chinese characters in the history of Chinese
Buddhism. This paper examines the translation of Xuanzang compared
with the previous translation by Dao’an and Kumarajiva, especially
focused on their principles for the translation of Buddhist texts. While
Dao’an emphasized literal translation proposing the principles of
Transformation in the Five Cases and Preservation in the Three Cases
(A RAR =A%), Kumarajiva’s translation was closer to liberal
translation and he tried to translate the texts according to the meaning
of the original Sanskrit texts using concise Chinese sentences.

The new translation of Xuanzang was evaluated for being excellent
in both quantitative and qualitative aspects, and particularly appreciated
for being the most accurate translation in accord with the original Sanskrit

texts. He presented a more systematic and advanced theory of translating
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Buddhist texts: Transliteration in the Five Cases (T.A#), Literal
Translation (1IE.#), and Liberal Translation (3%#1). It is significant
in that Xuanzang's translation theory provided the criteria for
transliteration, literal translation, and liberal translation, and he overcame
the imperfections of previous translation by using various methods

in the translation of Buddhist texts.
Key Words: Xuanzang (Z7%), Transliteration in the Five Cases (FLA

), Literal Translation (1E#), Liberal Translation (3%
), Dao’an (GEZ), Kumarajiva (M EEHE(T)
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