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ABSTRACT

Current Status and Challenges of Death
Education in the Low Birth and Aging Society:

Focusing on Buddhist Schools

Kim, Eunyoung
HK Research Professor,
Academy of Buddhist Studies at Dongguk University

This study considered the necessity of educational intervention on
the issue of the low birth rate and aging society and considered practical
measures in school education. Low birth rate and aging problems are
both closely related to life. And life is deeply related to death. If
so, death education for adolescents in the era of low birth rate and
aging may be one alternative to overcome the national crisis. Death
education is that helps people think about the meaning of death in
advance and help them live more meaningfully. In adolescence, when
there is still less opportunity for direct contact with death, it is necessary
to educate them to learn about and discuss lifelong soldiers, loss, and
sorrow to form various values for life and death.

In particular, through the case of Buddhist schools, where religious

education to which death education can be applied, we looked at the
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common phenomena and looked for clues to think about new solutions.
In addition, at the institutional level, youth death education was examined
based on the national curriculum. In addition, the status of secondary
school death education will be explored mainly in the form of regular
subjects and out of the subject. Through the diagnosis of the current
situation, the following tasks were presented to make education for
secondary school death education an alternative to the low birth rate
and aging society. Firstly, it is the organization of subject education
in death education. secondly, death education as comparative science

education through the use of the free semester system.

Key Words: Death Education, School Education, Religious Education,
Buddhist Schools, Low Birth and Aging Society
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