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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Buddhist Understanding
of the Process of Birth

Bae, Hung-jin (Ven. Hyun—am)
Ph.D. Condidate, Major in Department of Buddhism Studies
Graduate School of Joong—ang Sangha University

This paper aims seeks to find out the fundamental meaning at the
point of time when it is applied to the establishment of a new life
based on ‘birth(4:4)’, and then to take into account the phenomena
and principles of new life and consider them in the Buddhist scriptures
of Buddhist scriptures by period sattva (4 4:). The life being governed
by Pratlya-samutpaa (f4ic) is under the body of the Afterlife by karma
force (¥77), presenting more concretely the idea of Samgye and
yukdosasaeng being Samsara across Samse. In the process of preparing
for a life caused by karma force in the previous life, Viviparity (I5%)
represented as a human in the catvaro yonayah (PU’E) becomes a
impregnation due to his parents’ intercourse and trika-samipata (==&
FI4) in antara-bhava (F1[%). This conceptual thinking is pratityas-
mamutpada’s logic of new life, and the timing and conditions at which
samsa is harmonized to form a new life are also derived from karmic

(consciousness, 3£7#%). As such, the explanation of the forconsciousness
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(%) is represented as a fundamental element of the concept that can
be inherited from one life to another.

In early Buddhism, life is understood from the perspective of
changes in the pafica-skandha (Fi#f), sad indriyani (7~1R) and
consciousness, and in Sectarian Buddhism(#BIK f#i%)’s scriptures, the
subject of jivitendria (frfR) is called jung-yu(*'/4) more specific.
In particular, the role of antarabhava ("'4), which is closely related
to new life as an individual being of catvaro bhavah (JU4) is
emphasized. Mahayana Buddhism further developed an understanding
of the new life that appeared in the development process, and changed
the subject that circled tri-dhatu sddhaavah (= 5-7/5iE) to alaya-
vijnana (FTEEHRFK). Trika-samipata’s theory of life generation leads
to the theory of alaya-vijnana and explains the principle of samsara
in a holistic way. Therefore, the principle and meaning of a new life
are divided into problems at the beginning of life and problems at
the conditions of the new life, indicating which moment is between
fertilization and implantation.

As above, this study examined the discussion of ‘life’ in the
Buddhist scriptures of Korean translation by period. First of all, in
the early Buddhist scriptures, the starting point of a new life is
regarded as the condition of trika-samnipata, and thus as the subject
of life that vijjnans binds to motherhood, so it is conditional on the
presence of Intercourse and the menstruse, and gandharva (% [%) of
the parent. In the Sectarian Buddhism scripture, the theory of
antarabhava, through the inheritance of the pafica-skandha (Fif),
inherited karma of the previous life and set gandharva (%23£%£) as the

main subject linking death to the middle course of life. In the scriptures
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of Mahayana Buddhism (K3EfiZk), alaya-vijnana encompasses the
concept of gandharva and antarabhava which are converted as middle
creatures, and it is achieved by the harmony of menstruse and
(sarvabijakavijfiana, —tJ7#E T-#) alaya-vijnana due to parental greed.
After all, based on Buddhist scriptures, it is symbolically shown that
the timing of the formation of a new life is the impregnation process
that takes place in a time close to fertilization. Thus, the impregnation
looked at whether the new life was at the point of fertilization or
close to the implantation by having (samipata’s, —Z%) conditions at
the same time as the occurrence of the parent’s intercourse and the

menstruation.

Key Words: Birth, Karma, Pafica-Skandha, Pratityasamutpada, Catvaro
Bhavah, Trika-Samipata
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