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ABSTRACT

The Meaning and Role of Religion
in Covid-19’s Situation:
Focusing on Buddhist Ethics

Pak, Byungkee
Professor, Korea National University of Education

The situation caused by the “Covid-19 virus” calls for reflection
and daily changes in our lives as a whole, but it is not easy for real
life changes to proceed voluntarily. As a result, while demanding new
standards, the reality is that anxiety and discontents are growing in
the process of sticking to the previous standards, and the overall loss
of direction in life is emerging. The traditional expectation of religion
in our society is to relieve the anxiety in this situation, while properly
embracing the question of meaning of life. Is our religion actually
living up to this expectation? Although Buddhism, which has become
a representative institutional religion of Korean civil society along with
Christianity, is adapting to some extent through non-face-to-face
Buddhist ceremony, it is difficult to say that it is playing an active
role, but it is relatively evaluated in comparison with Christianity.

In order for Buddhism to secure a more active status and role, it
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must first be able to analyze and share the “Covid-19 situation” from
a Buddhist perspective, and actively practice the ethics of mercy on
its foundations. In this situation we are confirming the truth of Buddha
that all existing things are in a network of interdependence, and above
that recognition we can make our lives intact and help those in need
through practical mercy. In order to do so, we must first objectively
consider the reality of our Buddhism as a institutional religion and
at the same time make sure that the Buddhist Priesthood Community
(f&f) is properly established, and at the same time, the direction
of the community among the four units through the establishment of
a community of reconsideration should be premised. On that basis,
we will be able to seek coexistence and a better future with ordinary
citizens who have a desire for “religious things” as well as coexistence

with other religions.

Key Words: Covid-19 Virus, Buddhist Ethics, Institutional Religion,

Religious Things, Coexistence Ethics
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