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ABSTRACT

The Buddhist Historical Value of
Ch’6nghd Hyuchong (IRikEF)

Oh, Kyeonghwo
Assistant Professor, Dongguk University Buddhist Academy

The status and value of Ch’énghd Hyuchdng (i IK%#) should
not remain in Chosun Buddhism, but should be evaluated in Korean
Buddhism. Buddhism in Joseon was oppressed right after the founding
of the country, and the values and functions of monks were recognized
as useless. The Imjin War served as an opportunity to rethink the
negative perception of Buddhism and monks. Ch’6nghd Hyuchong (i
HEIKEF) not only helped monks take the lead in overcoming the
national crisis, but also played a pivotal role in bringing up ruined
Buddhism. During the Imjin War, the organized buddhist army played
an important role in national defense and socio-economic aspects.
Ch’0ngho established the identity of Zen and Non-zen Buddhism,
which is the basis of Buddhism, and adjusted the conflict to unity.
Moreover, Buddhanussati was also confirmed as the monks' training
and curriculum to expand the scope of practice and edification. This

foundation of Chosun Buddhism was spread by his disciples like
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Pyeonyang Unkee Daeheung Temple is a place where the spirit and
effort for the revival of Buddhism in the retreat of Ch’0nghd Hyuchong
(IR fRHEF) is inherited.

Key Words: Ch’6nghd Hyuchdng (& /K##), Imjin War, Pyeonyang,

Unkee, Study of Zen and Non-zen Buddhism, Late Joseon
(¥AfE) Period
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