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ABSTRACT

The Shimhak(the Theory of Mind) of
Cheongdam and the Korean Buddhism's
Purification Movement:

Maeum(Heart) Sociological Approach

Lew, Seungmu

Professor, Joong—ang Sangha University

In this article, I have attempted to understand Cheongdam(7{#)
in a new way by interpreting the relationship between the Shimhak(-[~5;
the theory of mind) of Cheongdam and the Korean Buddhism's
purification movement(¥[E ZGFHLEH)) from a sociological pers-
pective. The main points of this article are summarized as follows.

First of all, in Chapter 2, We constructed a sociological theory frame
of mind as a kind of ideal type, and in Chapter 3 demonstrated the
Shimhak(:[+#; the theory of mind)of Cheongdam and its charac-
teristics on the base of this theoretical framework, and in Chapter 4,
we presented the social practice of Cheongdam. By revealing the
relationship between the symbolic purification movement and the

Shimhak of Cheongdam, I tried to interpret Cheongdam's practical
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activities for the purification movement as a kind of collective social
movement as a social expression of his Shimhak. And in Chapter 5,
we revealed the theoretical and practical status of Cheongdam‘s
Shimhak and its social manifestation.

Needless to say, this interpretive work opened up the possibility
for us to redefine the identity of Cheongdam. According to the thesis
of this article, the new identity is that of 'the theoretician of a clean
mind society and a practitioner of the clean mind society'. Cheongdam
regards even the practice of realizing the original place of mind as
a means. His ultimate goal is not enlightenment, but social practice
of enlightenment. This is the unique characteristic of Cheongdam that
is different from the general Zen meditation practitioners, and it is
the uniqueness of the Shimhak(the theory of mind) of Cheongdam.

As made clear throughout this article, in order to realize the dream
of 'a pure society of pure people with a pure heart', Cheongdam not
only experienced the awakening of the original mind(Buddhahood)
through Zen practice, but also the energy concentrated in that ex-
perience. He was a monumental Bodhisattva in 20th century Korea
who successfully led the purification movement to innovate into a

pure denomination by attracting and reinforcing its bearer, the Sangha.
Key Words: Cheongdam(75{%), Shimhak(-.(~%*), the Korean Buddhism's

Purification Movement($[5 ffliZq L)), Identity, Original
Mind(Buddhahood)
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