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ABSTRACT

Buddhist Relational View of
Pratityasamutpada(}%#2) as A Social

Ecological Foundation

Kim, Bo-kyoung
Ph. D. Student, Dept. of Buddhism, Dongguk University

This study examines the possibility of the Buddhist relational view
of pratityasamutpada(#%ic), which is “interdependent co-arising” as
an ideological basis of social ecology. One of the discussions on the
reflection of modern civilization that began at the turn of the 19th
century was ecology, which dealt with the world’s ecological issues.
Among them, the scholar Murray Bookchin argued that the problems
of natural ecology should be examined in relation to the problems
of social ecology. He suggested that natural ecology stems from social
ecology, and in particular, social hierarchy and dominance are the root
causes of natural ecological problems. Therefore, the reorganization
of the social structure that would do away with the domination-
subjugation relationships is the solution to the problems, and for this,
he advocated that dialectical reasoning is necessary.

Bookchin’s argument has limitations in resolving all the fundamental
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relationships between nature and society. The reason is that his social
ecology was unable to escape from the modern worldview based on
the Western pragmatic ontology and dualistic relational view.
Although the fundamental basis that produced the problem in the first
place cannot be the basis for solving the problem, Bookchin over-
looked this point in developing his argument. Therefore, the current
study presented the Buddhist pratityasamutpada theory as a relational
theory that can overcome the limitations of Bookchin’s social ecology.
The Buddhist pratityasamutpada theory in which the essence and
action of all phenomena fuse with each other and there are no obstacles
can go beyond the limits of the relational theory of social ecology
proposed by Bookchin.

The relational view of Buddhism allows us to approach the
relationship between nature and society from a relationship of
pratityasamutpada rather than a pragmatic approach to life and
existence, and to grasp the problem diagnosis from a unilinear and
dichotomous relationship to a holistic relationship of pratityasamutpada.
This point can be the foundation for a new social ecology that goes
beyond Bookchin’s limitation, as the Buddhist pratityasamutpada
theory can become the basis for analyzing the omnidirectional,

multi-layered, and complex causes of social ecological problems.
Key Words: Social Ecology, Murray Bookchin, Buddhist Prati-

tyasamutpada(i%ic), Dependent Co-Arising(Interdepen-
dent Arising), Substance, Relationship
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