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ABSTRACT

Issues and Policy Implications of Basic
Income through Buddhist Sangha:

Focusing on the Early Sangha Community

Lee, Myoung-ho
Full-time Researcher, Institute for Religion and Civic Culture,
Kyung Hee University

There are various backgrounds for the discussion of basic income.
The reasons for the debate on basic income are deepening inequality
after the expansion of neoliberal policy, the prospect that new
technologies will replace human jobs with the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, and the experience of the Disaster Relief Fund paid in
the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, the understanding of basic income
has a vast spectrum, from the position that it can be implemented
immediately to the position that it will worsen inequality. Despite this
broad-spectrum, there is some consensus on the concept of basic income.
Most people understand basic income as "income that is paid equally
to all members of society individually, regardless of whether or not
they have a lot of wealth or income, whether they work or not." The

Buddhist community's interest in such a basic income is relatively
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high. The content of the basic income discussion in the Buddhist
community is still aimed at realizing the basic income system within
'sangha [the monastic community of bhikkhus (monks) and bhikkhunis
(nuns)]." However, if experience and related discourses on system
implementation are accumulated, the content of the discourse is highly
likely to be converted to the goal of realizing a basic income in Korean
society. This conjecture is based on the idea that Buddhism has a
philosophical basis for basic income, an institutional basis for the
realization of basic income, and historical experience. Examining the
long history of Buddhism, there are possible to confirm the historical
experience of maintaining the community designed to share the
community's assets to guarantee 'real freedom' of its members and
to be faithful to the mission of the monks, the pursuit of enlightenment
and the practice of mercy. Along with the historical experience, the
legitimacy of the system and system for community operation can be
confirmed. The researcher intends to reconstruct this historical
experience from the 'policy experiment' perspective. In other words,
as a policy experiment for the full implementation of basic income,
the historical experience of sangha is examined. Through this, we try
to understand the value of basic income, which provides 'negotiating

power' to all members to protect the rights of citizens.
Key Words: Basic Income, Basic Income Experiment, Sangha, Policy

Experiment, Real Freedom, Property Owned by Sangha
[f& 4], Property Owned by Buddha[f#/]
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