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ABSTRACT

Jinul’s Theory on the Practice
of Pure Land

Kim, Boo-yong(Ven. Seung-won)
Associate Professor, School of Buddhist Studies,
Joong-ang Sangha University

In this article, 1 tried to grasp Jinul (%17}, 1158~1210)’s theory
of pure land practice focusing on the seventh question and answer
in Gwonsujeonghyegyeolsamun (“#iE 2 24kt %Cs). To this end,
first I analyzed the composition and content of the seventh question
and answer and then figured out the basis of the practice emphasized
by Jinul in the seventh question and answer and summarized it as
Jinul’s theory of the practice of pure land.

The seventh question and answer consists of six parts according
to sentient beings’ faculties: he classified (1) people with the great
mind as the uppermost faculties (_F4R); (2) two types of people who
practice helping each other inside and outside with self-power and
others’ help as the second group; (3) two types of people who are
blocked a lot because they are not good at using their minds in
Buddha’s dharma as the third group; (4) people regarded as rare only
if they invoke a buddha’s name as the lowermost faculties (£ F1R);

(5) people who do not know the teachings of the Dharma of mind
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but achieve clean acts in actual practice as the fifth group; (6) people
who convey secret meanings by the way of transmission from mind
to mind in the Zen patriarchy as the sixth group. Jinul classified these
six groups into the characteristics of practice that appear according
to the faculties of practitioners.

Jinul emphasized the proper practice of pure land that zen
practitioners should perform, referring to the practice of pure land
according to each faculty. As for the first group, he talked about the
pure land of dharma nature achieved by the ordinary people with the
great mind who believe and understand that the Buddha's mind is their
mind and the Buddha's character is dharma nature. About the second
to fifth groups, he repeatedly said the practice of pure land which
is the practice of knowing the will of Buddha. Finally, as for the
sixth group, he revealed that the pure land pursued by all the adepts
of all ages was to deeply believe in tathata and devote oneself to
meditation and wisdom.

To sum up, he summarized these three characteristics: (1) practice
of the pure land of dharma nature, (2) practice of knowing the will
of Buddha, and (3) practice of deeply believing in tathata and devoting
oneself to meditation and wisdom. And he concluded that all of these
eventually return to the third practice, the practice of deeply believing

in tathata and devoting oneself to meditation and wisdom.

Key Words: Jinul(%174), Practice of Pure Land, Practice of Pure Land
According to Each Faculty, Pure Land of Dharma Nature,
Practice of Knowing the Will of Buddha, Devoting Oneself
to Meditation and Wisdom

225



