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ABSTRACT

The History of Jeongamsa Temple in
Taebaeksan and Its Status as a
Buddhist Temple

Kim, Sang-young

Professor, Joong—ang Sangha University

Jeongamsa Temple in Taebaeksan is an ancient temple with a clear
history of construction. Various records revealing the relationship
between 'Jajang' and Jeongamsa Temple are reported in Samguk Yusa
(=B 9%). The history of Jeongamsa Temple can be well studied
through materials such as the 'Stupa Inscriptions' and 'Jeongamsa
Historic Site' of 5 sheets found in the 'Sumano Pagoda'. As a
representative cultural heritage symbolizing the Buddhist temple status
of Jeongamsa Temple, Sumano Pagoda was honored to be elevated
from Treasure No. 410 to National Treasure No. 332 in 2020.

Jeongseon-gun and Jeongam-sa have put a lot of effort into promoting
Sumano Pagoda as a national treasure for over 10 years. In this process,
academic research on Jeongamsa Temple and Sumano Pagoda was
also able to make great progress. Based on these studies, this paper

was written with the purpose of comprehensively examining the
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history of Jeongamsa Temple since its foundation and presenting its
status as a Buddhist temple in its own way.

The history of Jeongamsa Temple from its foundation to the 17"
century is not known in detail. However, there are a lot of data related
to the history of Jeongamsa Temple in the 18" and 19™ centuries.
In this text, the contents of Buddhist work conducted during this period
were examined in detail. The Buddhist temple status of Jeongamsa
Temple presented by the author is as follows: O Status as one of
the ‘Five Great Precious Palaces’ and a sacred site representing Korean
Buddhism, @ Status as ‘the place of nirvana’ of Jajang-yulsa, @
Status as a ‘Munsu Holy Land’ that believes in the Munsu faith, @
Status as a ‘Buddhist seminary for religious precepts’ that emphasizes
religious precepts, ® Status as 'Buddhist seminary of the revival of
Buddhism' in the 18" and 19™ centuries, and ® Status as a ‘regional
exemplary Buddhist seminary’ shown in the process of the promotion

of national treasure.

Key Words: Jeongamsa Temple, Jajang Precepts Master, Samguk Yusa
(=B{;#E), Sumano Pagoda Stupa Inscriptions (}3647),
Jeongamsa Temple Historic Site (7 #c=F=3+i#), Status as
Buddhist Temple of Jeongamsa Temple
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