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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Doctrine of Avalokitesvara
Who Manifests Salvation and Practices the

Path of Enlightenment:
A Comparative Study of the Lotus Sutra and the

Avatamsaka Sutra

Kang, Young-mi(Ven. Hyeon-soo)
Educational Administration of Songdeock Temple

This paper aims to investigate the philosophical foundations and
development of the Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva faith, which is one
of the most prominent forms of contemporary Bodhisattva worship,
based on the key scriptures of Mahayana Buddhism, namely the "Lotus
Sutra" and the "Avatamsaka Sutra." While previous studies on
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva have mainly focused on matters of faith,
the philosophical aspects have received less in-depth analysis.
Considering that the Mahayana Buddhism and Bodhisattva ideology,
which have persisted into modern Buddhism, have been transmitted
primarily through scriptures, this study explores the Bodhisattva and
Avalokitesvara ideologies based on these scriptures, considering them

as the foundation of Avalokitesvara faith.
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The Bodhisattva ideologies depicted in the "Lotus Sutra" and the
"Avatamsaka Sutra" take different perspectives based on their central
teachings. Firstly, in the "Lotus Sutra," the concept of Bodhisattva is
understood as beings who follow a path different from that of the
Hinayana Buddhism, namely the path of saints, arhats, and
pratyekabuddhas. It presents the idea that anyone who realizes the
potential for attaining enlightenment can cultivate Bodhisattva practices
and progress towards Buddhahood. This concept of Bodhisattva and
the idea of realizing the path of saints form the foundation for the
doctrine of Avalokitesvara, who is portrayed in the "Lotus Sutra" as
the compassionate guide that shows the way of Bodhisattva practices
leading to enlightenment. Avalokitesvara is depicted as the embodiment
of Dharma deities (Bodhisattvas) and the transformation bodies of
Samantabhadra and Manjusri, representing the practice of compassion
and wisdom in the mundane world.

as the pinnacle of the Mahayana scriptures, are the manifestation
of the Buddha and the practice of Bodhisattva. According to the
"Avatamsaka Sutra," sentient beings who generate the aspiration to
enlightenment are Bodhisattvas, and the moment of their initial
aspiration is the moment of achieving the perfect enlightenment. The
practice of Bodhisattva, as described in the "Avatamsaka Sutra," is
not the means to attain Buddhahood but rather the conduct of the
enlightened Buddhas. In this context, the Bodhisattva's practice is seen
as the activity of a realized Buddha, rather than a path leading to
enlightenment. This concept of Bodhisattva in the "Avatamsaka Sutra"
differs significantly from the Bodhisattva ideologies found in the
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"Lotus Sutra" and other traditional scriptures.

Based on these ideas, the concept of Avalokitesvara as depicted in
the "Avatamsaka Sutra," particularly in the "Chapter on Entering the
Dharma Realm," embodies a specific and systematic structure of
Bodhisattva practices and reveals the activities of the enlightened
Buddhas. Avalokitesvara is presented as the embodiment of Dharma
deities, displaying the practice of compassionate deeds.

Even when observing the same Bodhisattva practices, there can be
a significant difference in perspective regarding whether they are
considered as methods for progressing towards Buddhahood or as

teachings that exemplify the path of Buddhahood.

Key Words: Avalokitesvara's Doctrine or the Doctrine of Compassion,
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva, Mahayana Sutras or Mahayana
Scriptures, Mahayana Buddhism, Bodhisattva Doctrine or
the Doctrine of the Bodhisattva
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