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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Perceptions of Lay
Buddhists on the Future of the Sangha and

Buddhism in Korea

Park, Su-ho
Associate Professor, Joong-Ang Sangha University

This study aims to find out how lay Buddhists perceive the Sangha
and Buddhism in the context of the need to improve the image of
the Sangha and the Korean Buddhist community's policy efforts to
overcome the crisis. Specifically, this study aims to find out the current
perceptions of lay Buddhists about the image of the Sangha and the
main challenges of the Korean Buddhism, and to draw out future
challenges through a discussion of the main characteristics that were
discovered in the process.

This study is based on the analysis of data collected in the “Buddhist
Public Opinion Survey for the Future Design of the Buddhist Order”,
which was conducted by the Institute of Buddhist Social Sciences at
Joong-Ang Sangha University for one month from March 2022. The
survey was conducted online using Google Forms among core lay

Buddhist members. A total of 1,527 respondents were used in the
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analysis, and frequency and correlation analyses were conducted using
the statistical program SPSS 21.

The main findings are as follows: First, respondents rated the image
of the Sangha positively. However, it is difficult to say that the level
of positivity is high because the survey was conducted among core
believers. Second, respondents who approved of the social activities
of monks significantly outnumbered those who disapproved, and the
public role of monks in the community needs to be addressed more
proactively. Third, we found that restoring the purity of the sangha
community is an important issue for the Buddhist community, and
that efforts to restore purity need to be centered on precept observance
and practice. Fourth, among the many roles that monks play, the
majority of respondents agree on the importance of embodying a spirit
of compassion, deep understanding of doctrinal knowledge, and living
a clean life through observance of the precepts. Fifth, disinterest in
religion, various scandals in the Buddhist community, and lack of
propagation were mainly cited as reasons for the decline in the
Buddhist population, and the operation of useful programs for daily
life and modernization of Buddhism were mainly cited as solutions.
It can be seen that there is a weak alignment between the causes of
the decline in Buddhist population and the solutions. Sixth, Buddhism
needs to be modernized by reinterpreting its doctrines and redefining
its practices. Seventh, there is a high need for Buddhist intervention
in respecting life, resolving social conflicts, and prohibiting
discrimination and hatred. Eighth, peace of mind and stability,
practicing compassion, and respect for life are important tasks for the

future of Korean Buddhism, while traditional ritualistic tasks were
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rated as less important.

Based on these results, it was discussed that, first, there is a need
to systematically and continuously promote the image of the Sangha
through effective plans. In this regard, systematic and comprehensive
basic research on monks should be conducted first, and redefining
monkhood as a way to enhance the image of the Sangha. We reviewed
active social activities that can spread the good influence of monks.
Second, he argued that the core Buddhist values of observance of the
precepts, practice, peace of mind, and compassion should be the
foundation of these activities. Finally, it was suggested that the
scientific method should be applied to diagnose the current situation

of the Buddhist community and find alternatives.

Key Words: Image of the Sangha, Lay Buddhists, Modernization of
Buddhism, Future of Buddhism, Challenges of Buddhism
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