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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Problems of the First Tea
Cultivated Land of Daeryeom(’KH§) and the

First Cultivation of Korean Tea at

Hwaeomsa Temple in Mt. Jiri

Hwang, Tai-sung(Ven. Mu-=jin)
Acarya, Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism

According to the "Samguk Sagi( =[5 50),” tea existed during the
period of Queen Seondeok(¥{& 7z F) of Silla in the mid-7th century,
but became popular nationwide after 828. This paper examines tea
culture during the Silla period by reviewing records from the Goryeo
dynasty and writings of monks in the 9" to 10™ centuries.

First, “Jirisan( %' £ 111)”, where Daeryeom(-K &) planted tea plants
brought from the Tang Dynasty of China in 828, refers to Hwaecomsa
Temple(FE ik =F). This paper also found relation with Hwaeom
Temple, established by Yeonki in the middle of the 8" century in
charge of the Mt. Jiri area, an ancient Baekje territory, and the Honam

region. This implies that Hwaecomsa cultivated tea for the first time

in the area alongside its establishment.
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Second, tea culture spread nationwide after Daeryeom was officially
authorized to cultivate tea at Jirisan Hwaeom Temple. This implies
that Hwaeom Temple made tea culture spread to the Mt. Jiri area
and the Honam region.

Lastly, it is incorrect that the very first tea plantation in Korea by
Daryeom in 828 took place at Hadong area. This is due to the fact
that Hwaeom Temple was already cultivating tea at Mt. Jiri in the
mid-8" century. Also, Hadong did not have enough conditions to grow
tea plants in 828.

To conclude, this paper emphasizes that in the mid-8" century,
Hwaeom Temple in the Jirisan area and the Honam region was the

first place to cultivate tea plants in Korea.

Key Words: First Tea Cultivation in Korea, Daeryeom’s Tea Plantation,

Mt. Jiri Hwaeom Temple, Yeonki, Hwaeom Sect
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