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ABSTRACT

Comparative Study on
Shimwon’s Comparative Buddhist Studies:
Via N. Luhmann

Lew, Seung-mu

Professor, Joong—Ang Sangha University

The purpose of this thesis is to reveal the advantages and limitations
of Simwon(:L3&E 4:4M2£)'s comparative Buddhist research. Simwon's
comparative Buddhist research refers to "Heidegger and the Philosophy
of the Mind; (Kim Hyung-hyo, 2000b), "Heidegger and the Thought of
Hwaeomy (Kim Hyung-hyo, 2002), "Wonhyo's Mahayana Philosophy.s
(Kim Hyung-hyo, 2006), and "Mind Revolution; (Kim Hyung-hyo, 2007).
The former two books attempted to understand the Buddhist Mind's
Philosophy and the Thought of Hwaeom in an integrated manner as if
an integrated understanding about Heidegger's early and late period studies,
and the latter two books attempted to connect the Mahayana Philosophy
and the Mind Revolution through Wonhyo. Therefore, this paper attempted
to reveal Simwon's strengths and limitations by reflecting these attempts
on Luhmann's system theory, and the results are as follows.

First of all, Simwon successfully explained the reason for the oriental
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connection by debunking the paradox of the coexistence of ambivalence
based on the mind (one heart and one heart support of Buddha-nature
or Wonhyo). On the other hand, Luhmann not only thoroughly filtered
humans out of the workings of the social world and placed them in
the environment, but also did not seem to fully understand the Buddhist
concept of mind. Instead, Luhmann successfully developed his own
system theory and successfully handled the paradox of identity based
solely on the operation of distinction and the resulting paradox, thereby
concreting the idea of distinction into a general theory. From this point
of view, the distinction between Simwon's comparative Buddhist
studies and Luhmann's system theory is obvious. On the one hand,
each of them has its own blind spots, but at the same time, they have
the potential to make up for each other's shortcomings. However,
because of those differences, the two could lead to another level of

productive encounters.

Key Words: Shimwon, Heidegger, Wonhyo, Luhmann, Hwaeom,
Mahayana Philosophy, Mind Revolution
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