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ABSTRACT

A Theoretical Study on the Education of
Buddhism in the Children's Buddhist Mass

Kim, Min-ja(Ven. Sun—oh)

Geum-Hwa Temple

With the end of COVID-19, weekend Buddhist Mass are resuming.

The Children's Buddhist Mass is an important Buddhist Mass that
can break down the decline in the number of monks, the era of low
birth rate, and the non-religious phenomenon of young people. The
Education of Buddhism in the Children's Buddhist Mass is the
foundation of future Buddhism. Theoretical consideration of children's
Buddhist education is needed.

First, children's Buddhist education discusses the purpose, content,
and method of education in the early Buddhist scriptures and Vinaya.
Second, the educational content and methods of children's Buddhist
education are discussed based on the understanding of children's
development stage and religious development.

Based on the child's development stage and the theory of religious
development, children's Buddhist education is divided into two stages.
The first stage is for children aged 6 to 8. Buddhist education at this

stage presents specific and clear tasks. Individual learning and real
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education are important based on warm relationships. Children at this
stage are able to think religiously, so they can understand the Buddha
through language, be obedient, and habituate religious virtues. This
second stage is for children between the ages of 8 and 12. Children
at this stage can perform cooperative learning by self-directed
pro-social behavior that can accept roles and accept the position of
others. It is also a stage where social norms and religious virtues can
be internalized. Children in this period can accommodate the teachings
of institutional religion and understand religious doctrines through

language and letters.

Key Words: The Education of Buddhism, The Children's Buddhist Mass,

Children's Development Stage, Religious Development
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