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ABSTRACT

Bhikkhuni Sooin’s Practice, Thought,

and Social Engagements

Choi, Yeon—-hee(Ven. Kyeong-jo)
The Chief Priest, Daejeon Bohyun Temple

This study analyzes the diverse activities and significant
achievements of Bhikkhuni Sooin, spanning from the Japanese colonial
period to the industrialization era. In particular, she contributed to
laying the foundation for the Bhikkhuni great temple through the
purification and rebuilding of Unmun-sa. Additionally, her achieve-
ments are especially meaningful and deserving of discussion because
they purified temples through Buddhist values of harmony, mercy,
and coexistence during times when confrontation, struggle, and
violence were prevalent. Despite these contributions, research on
Bhikkhuni Sooin remains limited, and she has not received substantial
attention in academic circles. This paper aims to systematically analyze
Bhikkhuni Sooin's practice, thought, and social engagements to explore
their essence and significance. Firstly, for Bhikkhuni Sooin, practice
was the foundation that supported her public life as a religious leader.
She was deeply dedicated to her own practice and earnestly

encouraged her disciples and followers to engage in sincere and
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diligent practice. Secondly, her thought can be summarized by the
principles of desirelessness [#E4K] and diligent practice [##3(£17]. She
lived a life characterized by desirelessness and impermanence, which
manifested in her patience and compassion. She devoted herself fully
to her fundamental role and original mind as a monastic practitioner.
Thirdly, Master Sooin's actions extended beyond the confines of the
temple to embrace the wider world. She emphasized the principle of
equality of all life and pursued compassionate actions for the benefit
of all people. By comprehensively analyzing her practice, thought, and
social engagements, we confirm that her teachings possess the potential
to contribute to resolving various issues faced by contemporary Korean
society and Buddhism. This study highlights the enduring relevance
and significance of Bhikkhuni Sooin's teachings in addressing the

challenges of today.

Key Words: Bhikkhuni Sooin, Practice, Thought, Social Engagements,
Desirelessness [#:#4%], Diligent Practice [4#:f£17], Com-
passion, Sadaparibhiita Bodhisattva[ & AN 3 €], Temple

Purification, Unmun-sa
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