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ABSTRACT

The Origin and Development of
Myeongbu Belief: Focusing on

King Yeomna, Yama, and Siwang

Park, Hee-chul(Ja-un)
Education Asari, Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism

Myeongbu belief (E/F{E4) is an important concept in Buddhism,
and its closely related practice of Sangjeonyesujae (‘£ RTHERAZE5)
generally dates from the Joseon Dynasty. Sangjeonyesujae has its
ideological roots in Shiwang beliefs, and Korean Buddhism is strongly
influenced by Chinese Buddhism.

As Buddhism was introduced and settled in China, traditional
indigenous Chinese folk beliefs were absorbed into Buddhism,
sometimes resulting in rituals that differed from those of Indian
Buddhism. This phenomenon is equally frequent in Korean Buddhism,
and it is therefore not uncommon to find the origins of Korean
Buddhist Myeongbu beliefs in Chinese Buddhism. However, given that
Buddhism was born out of the ideas and culture of the Indian tradition,
the origins and meaning of Korean Buddhist Siwang beliefs should

be found in Indian Buddhism.
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In this regard, this paper examines the origins of ‘King Yeomna’([%]
#WARKT) in the Vedic mythology of India, which provides a key
ideological foundation for the Myeongbu belief, and the subsequent
adaptation and transformation of Yama's ideas in East Asia, including
China. To do so, we first identify the character of the god Yama in
Indian mythology and examine the early Buddhist concept of hell,
which was adapted from the Vedic mythology. We then examined
the composition and content of "Bulseolyesusiwangsaengchilgyeong
(hER IS+ 1 4 £4%), the sacred scripture of Saengjeonyesujae, and
examined the characterization of ‘King Yeomna’ as described in the
sutra, as well as the nature and role of Siwang, a key component
of Saengjeonyesujae. In doing so, we have shown that the origins
and development of Siwang beliefs centered on the afterlife,
Myeongbu, and ‘King Yeomna’ are based on the Vedic myth of Yama

in India.

Key Words: Myeongbu Religion, Yama, King Yeomna, Siwang, Vedas
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