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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Sectarian Affiliation

of the Abhidharmakosabhasya:
Focusing on the Views of Danghae(j#2) and Kaido(/5E)

Kim, Nam-soo(Ven. Hae—jin)

Lecturer, The Neung'eom Sangha Graduate School of Bongseonsa Temple

The Abhidharmakosabhasya is an Abhidharma treatise composed
in the 4th century by the Indian scholar Vasubandhu. Traditional
Chinese commentators have held various views regarding the sectarian
affiliation of this work. Previous discussions on this matter are well
illustrated in Kusharon-yubiyosyo("{E4& 55 2801 )by Danghae(ifk
%) and Kusharon-Hogi("{E% 5 #:3%,) by Kaido(}i&). These two
works not only present the contours of the debate but also reflect
the authors’ own stances, making them valuable resources.

This paper aims to examine the three views and critical evaluations
presented by Danghae, along with the rebuttals offered by Kaido, in
order to discuss the sectarian affiliation of the Kosa and evaluate the
validity of these perspectives. Through this inquiry, the study seeks
to better understand the diversity of opinions concerning the Kosa's
affiliation and to affirm the interpretation that the Kosa, within the

framework of the twenty sects of early Buddhism, is fundamentally
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based on the perspective of the Sarvastivada.

The paper first reviews the multiple interpretations that Danghae
critically summarized. He categorized the sectarian affiliation issue into
three main positions: (1) that the Kosa is a treatise of the Sarvastivada;
(2) that it belongs to the Sautrantika; and (3) that it belongs to neither.
The third view is further divided into the opinions that it belongs to
both and that the sect with superior reasoning becomes its foundation.

Next, the paper outlines Danghae’s critique and conclusion. After
presenting and analyzing the three views, Danghae adopts the opinion
of Puguang (&Jt) and Fabo(#%:%{), who argued that superior
reasoning should determine the doctrinal base, and concludes that the
Kosa is grounded in what is called the “Kosa-school({f % 5%)”. This
conclusion is notably persuasive when viewed within the doctrinal
classifications of sectarian Buddhism.

Finally, the paper considers Kaido’s rebuttal and conclusion. Kaido
argues that the so-called “Ko$a-school” ultimately refers to the
Hinayana Sarvastivada. He supports this view by pointing out that
Vasubandhu refers to the Sarvastivada as “our school” in the Kosa.
Although there are aspects of the Kosa that deviate from the orthodox
Sarvastivada position, Kaido argues that these are intended to elaborate
or refine the Sarvastivada doctrine. Even the expressions such as “it
is said({##¢)” is not meant to refute or criticize the Sarvastivada, but
to supplement its shortcomings. Thus, Kaido concludes that when
limited to the context of the twenty sects, the Kosa should be regarded

as belonging to the Sarvastivada.

Key Words: Abhidharmakosabhasya, Sectarian Buddhism, Sarvastivada,
Sautrantika, Kosa-School
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