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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Thought of the Early
Buddhist Monk-Beopjeong in the Letters

Yeo, Tae—dong
Report, Buddhist Newspaper

Most of the writings of the Ven. Beopjeong have been through
literary magazines, newspapers, or books since the mid-1970s, more
than 15 years after he became a monk. The 50 letters analyzed in
this paper can examine the attitudes of young people before and early
on when he became a monk. Most of the letters from the monk are
sent to his cousin Park Sung-jik.

In the 50 letters sent by the Buddhist monk, he can overcome his
agony before joining the sangha and try to find himself as a
practitioner. He can also be seen as a practitioner. You can see ‘Park
Jae-cheol’; a young man in all kinds of anguish, being reborn as ‘Ven.
Beopjeong’.

In particular, 50 letters contain records of the early days of becoming
a Buddhist monk by date, which is an important material for
confirming the records of the monk’s becoming a Buddhist monk.
It is also confirmed that he wrote a short story titled ‘Autumn’. The

letters, which confirms that he is still devouring various literary and
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philosophical books even after joining the sangha, shows how the
literary foundation of the monk was formed. The letter reveals that
he enlightened the sense of social democracy when he encountered
social democratic figures in Haeinsa-Temple in the 1960s. That
relationship led him to participate in the pro-democracy movement
with Hwang San-deok, Jang Joon-ha, and Ham Seok-heon.

Ven. Beopjeong's activities for social democratization continued
even after entering Bulilam-Temple in 1975. He also spoke confidently
about the Gwangju democratization movement in 1980 and criticized
the chaos of the world in a cabin in Gangwon-do.

As a result, he advocated a civic movement group called ‘Clear
and Scented’. It can be said that Ven. Beopjeong showed efforts to
purify the world until his all life.

Key Words: Ven. Beopjeong, Park Sung-jik, Ham Seok-heon, Jang

Joon-ha, Activities for Social Democratization, Letters
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