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ABSTRACT

A Critical Examination of Motae-sinang

Culture and Buddhist Response Strategies:

Focusing on the Exploration of

‘Beopyeon-sinang’ (Dharma-Connection Faith)

Choi, Jun-woo (Ven. Tong-gwan)

Completed Master's Program, Graduate School,
Joong-Ang Sangha University

Park, Su-ho

Associate Professor, Joong—-Ang Sangha University

This study began by focusing on the phenomenon of de-religification
in Korean society, particularly the more pronounced decline in the young
Buddhist population compared to Protestants amidst the macroscopic
crisis of youth departure from religion. Based on the hypothesis that
the unique ‘Motae-sinang’ (Faith from the Womb) culture of
Protestantism functions as a key variable causing this difference, this
research aimed to critically analyze its light and shadows and to seek
alternatives for a sustainable future for Korean Buddhism.

First, this study revealed that Motae-sinang, while lacking theological
legitimacy, is a unique cultural phenomenon that functions as a powerful

mechanism for initial ‘religious socialization’ mediated by the family.
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Subsequently, an analysis of the dual nature of Motae- sinang confirmed
it to be a ‘double-edged sword,” with positive functions contributing
to the stable maintenance of the community and the formation of an
individual's moral foundation, alongside dysfunctions that cause
superficiality of faith, youth exodus, and community insularity.

Using this analysis as a valuable lesson, this study sought ways
to creatively benchmark the Motae-sinang case for Buddhism. As seen
in the teachings of the Kalama Sutta and the principle of Dhammadipa
(be a lamp unto the Dharma), Buddhism emphasizes subjectivity and
thus conflicts with hereditary faith. However, this study discovered
that Buddhism already possesses a profound internal foundation to
accommodate the positive functions of Motae-sinang through the
doctrines of ‘Sukse-inyeon’ (karmic connection from past lives) and
‘Seon-geun’ (wholesome roots). Based on this, the study newly
proposes the ‘Beopyeon-sinang’ (Dharma-Connection Faith) as a
Buddhist alternative paradigm to the Christian ‘Motae-sinang.” The
‘Beopyeon-sinang’ is a model that embraces the importance of
generational succession without compromising Buddhist subjectivity,
by reinterpreting faith not as a compulsory duty but as a ‘gift’ from
a precious karmic bond from past lives and an ‘opportunity’ to blossom
one’s own wholesome roots.

In conclusion, this study presented four concrete practical strategies
to maximize the potential of this ‘Beopyeon-sinang’. These include:
@ shifting the central axis of faith practice to the ‘Buddhist family’
unit, @ designing tailored life-cycle-based education, @ empowering
Buddhist parents as ‘first teachers,” and @ restoring social trust

through Engaged Buddhism. This research is significant in that it
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presents a concrete model for creative inter-religious benchmarking
and lays a foundation for practical discourse for the future of Korean

Buddhism.

Key Words: Motae-sinang (Faith from the Womb), Sukse-inyeon
(Karmic Connection from Past Lives), Wholesome
Roots, Beopyeon-sinang (Dharma-Connection Faith),
Faith Transmission, Religious Socialization, Buddhist

Family
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