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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Correlation between Fame and

Profit (44#1]) and the Fire of Karma (ZX):

The Structure of Ethical Practice and the Admonition
against Fame and Profit in Seonga-gwigam (jifiZ¢3EeE)

Kang, Young-mi(Ven. Hyeon-su)
Lecturer, Joong—Ang Sangha University

This study aims to analyze the causal structure of the ‘admonition
against fame and profit (£ F]%3%) and the metaphor of ‘adding fuel
to the fire of karma (3£ kX /lI#t) presented in Seonga-gwigam(if 5 #&
#%) by Cheongheo Hyujeong (i 1K#F, 1520 —1604), a leading
Seon Buddhist master of the mid-Joseon period, and to examine its
ethical implications for contemporary Buddhist practice.

Seonga-gwigam presents not only the ontological teaching of
realizing the original pure mind referred to as ‘Ilmul (—4%)’, but also
practical guidelines for overcoming the wvarious obstacles and
attachments arising in the process of cultivation. In particular, Chapters
57 through 60 sequentially address the original purpose of monastic
life, the urgency of practice, warnings against attachment to fame and

profit, and the identity of the practitioner. Among them, the metaphor
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of “adding fuel to the fire of karma” in Chapter 59 illustrates how
the pursuit of worldly fame and profit intensifies the flames of afflictive
karma and weakens the practitioner’s wisdom. This interpretation
suggests that karma should not be understood merely as the result of
past actions, but as a teaching that encourages reflection on one’s
present conduct and state of mind.

This study further examines Hyujeong’s admonition against fame and
profit in relation to early Buddhist theories of karma and contemporary
Buddhist ethics. Particular attention is given to the modern tendency
for even religious practices to be transformed into means of economic
value and social recognition, which is interpreted in connection with
Hyujeong’s criticism of the ‘sheep in tiger’s skin (CEEFERY)’.

In conclusion, the admonition against fame and profit in
Seonga-gwigam serves as an ethical guideline for preserving the
practitioner’s identity in a modern society where secular values deeply
penetrate the sphere of religious practice. The logic of ‘adding fuel
to the fire of karma’ emphasizes that practitioners must cut off the
fuel of greed and attachment in order to end the vicious cycle of karma
and recover the original ‘Ilmul’. Through this analysis, the study
proposes the possibility of a contemporary Buddhist ethics in which

personal cultivation and social ethics are harmoniously integrated.
Key Words: Seonga-gwigam, Adding Fuel to the Fire of Karma,

Critique of Fame and Profit, Buddhist Ethics, Buddhist
Theory of Personality
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