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ABSTRACT

Seeking Normative Alternatives for

Religious Journalism:

Reconstructing a Normative Model through the Doctrine
of Won-Buddhism

Kim, Seung—ho

Ph. D. Candidate, Jeonbuk National University
Choi, Yong-jun

Professor, Jeonbuk National University

Against the backdrop of weakening public trust in contemporary
journalism, this study examines the normative potential of religious
journalism from the perspective of the doctrine of Worn-Buddhism.
The crisis of journalism today extends beyond technological adaptation
to the reestablishment of standards for fact verification, public
responsibility, fair representation, transparency, and accountability.
This study understands religious journalism not as an exception to
or deficiency in universal journalistic norms, but as a field in which
such norms can be reconstructed through religious doctrinal resources.

Methodologically, this study employs a literature review and
conceptual reconstruction. It examines theories of journalism norms,

religious communication, historical materials on the denominational
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media of Won-Buddhism, and key doctrinal texts such as The Principal
Book of Won-Buddhism and The Scripture of the Founding Master.
The discussion shows that II-Won-Sang, the Dharmakaya Buddha, and
Sari Yon’gu expand truthfulness toward principle, context, and
responsible selection. Mua-bonggong and Jesaeng-uise explain
publicness in terms of communal maturity and social responsibility.
Cheocheo-bulsang and Sasa-bulgong, together with Jigong-musa,
deepen fairness as relational respect and impartial judgment. Gong-ui
and Gongjung-ui-do reformulate the structural limits of independence
as transparency and accountability.

Based on this discussion, this study proposes a normative model of
journalism in Won-Buddhism structured around cognition, purpose,
relationship, and procedure. In this model, truthfulness grounds
publicness, publicness directs fairness, and fairness is connected to
public trust through transparency. It further presents editorial principles,
normative professionalism, and an explainable structure of responsibility
as practical conditions.

The significance of this study lies in reconstructing the doctrine of
Won-Buddhism from the perspective of the normative theory of
journalism and proposing a normative model for religious journalism.
This discussion presents a perspective that understands religious media
as a public communicative space in which religious values and

universal journalistic norms intersect.
Key Words: Religious Journalism, Denominational Media of Won-

Buddhism, Journalism Norms, Doctrine of Won-Buddhism,

Normative Model
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