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[Abstract]

A Study on the Types of Religious Conflicts in Korea
and their Resolutions Based on Buddhist Philosophy

Ven. Sung-woo(Seo, In-lyeol)

There was once a heightened expectation that the 21st century would
be an era of peace and stability as humanity seemed to put an end
to the cold war. To the contrary, Islamic fundamentalists committed
a terrorist attack on the United States in September 2001, and the US
invaded Afghanistan in retaliation. In 2003, the US also invaded Iraq

claiming it possessed "weapons of mass destruction (WMD)" and was
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a threat to world peace. This can be described as a clash of civilizations
between Islam and Christianity. The crucial challenge of the 21st century
will be how to resolve religious conflicts. Religious conflict occurs in
Korea too.

The putpose of this study is to analyze the religious conflicts in Korea
and to present ways to resolve them. To be able to do that, it will
be necessary to clearly define what "religious conflict” is. In this study
I will limit the scope of religious conflicts to conflicts between different
religions in Korea rather than internal struggles within a certain religion.
I categorized the types of religious conflict according to their degree
of intensity. The categories are: religious prejudice, religious discrimination,
religious dispute, religious war, and ethnic cleansing,

The findings of this study may be summarized as follows: The types
of religious conflicts mostly occurring in Korea at present are religious
prejudice and religious discrimination, which precede the stage of religious
disputes. In addition, two factors provide a mitigating effect to Korea's
religious conflicts. First, half of the population claims no religious
preference. Second, the consciousness level of citizens is relatively high.
Especially, Buddhism has advocated inter-religious dialogue and harmony
since the time of the Buddha. Buddhism also has the seven rules for
settling disputes, which should help relieve interfaith conflicts. However,
even though these provide necessary guidelines, they may not be sufficient.
No matter how much Buddhism applies good faith and ideals, if the
followers of other religions don't make similar efforts, religious conflicts
are bound to recur. What is needed is to publicize Buddhist ways of
resolving conflicts and to provide legal and institutional mechanisms to

prevent conflicts beforehand.
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Key Words: religious contlict, religious discrimination, religious dispute,

ethnic cleansing, seven rules for settling disputes.
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