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[Abstract]
Samadhi and Enlightenment in the Avatamsaka Satra

Ven. Bon Gak(Jin, Young-you)

The theme of this paper is samadhi and enlightenment in the ~Avataniaka
Satra. First of all, I examined each samadhi to explore its relationship
with enlightenment in the Huayan school. In addition, I also looked
into the doctrine of attaining Buddhahood in the theory of the Huayan
school and the matter of enlightenment in the Buddhist scriptures. As
for samadhi, I studied both the foundational samadhi in each assembly
(hoe 1) and the supplemental samadhi in each chapter, starting from
the samadhi of all Buddha, Variocana and, Tatagatha in the assembly
place where a Buddha attains the truth of nirvana (BIEGEYF®). 1 revealed
that the vow and practice of Samantabhadra must be completed to reach
self-awakening in Ten Buddha of the Huayan school. The state of samadhi
is the foundation for fulfilling the vow and practice. That is because
the state of samadhi can be achieved with the dignity and insights of
Buddha and a Bodhisattva can be in communion with Buddha through

samadhi. In other words, under the state of samadhi, a Bodhisattva can
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experience the spiritual realm of the Buddha and establish a firm belief
toward the Buddhist world.

Once experiencing such a state of samadhi, a Bodhisattva needs to
get back to the real world and practice for the awakening like the
enlightenment of the Buddha. The process of practice means the awakening
process in the Hayan theory, such as the perfect intercommunion gate.
With regard to this, I examined the theories of attaining Buddhahood
in the Huayan school, starting from Shin-man-seong-bul ({5l ff) and
followed by Il-nyeom-seong-bul (—/&/3fif), Jil-deuk-seong-bul (BEAFHAE),
and to Gu-rae-seong-bul (52KE ). In addition, through these theoties
of becoming the Buddha, I point out the importance that the practitioner
needs to be satisfied with Tatagatha’s vow and practice in the Avatamsaka
Satra, firm belief, the illumination of three karmas of body, and
harmonization of wisdom and practice for awakening. Consequently, the
perfect awakening in the Huayan school is nothing but Dharmadhatu
Pratityasamutpada. The awakening through Dharmadhatu Pratityasamut-
pada means that the practitioner can accept all phenomena as suchness
without discrimination, which is the bodhisattva’s path for the practitioner
to act on his own way. The awakening of Dharmadhatu Pratityasamutpada
is neither staring nor ending, nor distinction between you and me. It
is the process of realization that everyone can share everything and pursue
the truth and finally be awakened to the fact that everyone is in the
spiritual stages of the Tatagatha. As a result, every practitioner can realize
that Sudhana (%) is within the body of Samantabhadra (&%) and

accompanies Samantabhadra.

Key Words: #he Avataimsaka Sitra, Samadhi, Enlightenment, Theories
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of Attaining Buddhahood in the Huayan School, Dharmadhatu

Pratityasamutpada.
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