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Abstract

The Situation of Investigations on the Buddhist Sites in South Korea
Based on the Chronological Tables of Excavations

Kim Hyejung

This paper aims to study the investigation tendency of the Buddhist sites
excavated by 2013 as arranged them chronologically. This study reveals that
the basic survey on the Buddhist sites including ruined temples have been
extensively conducted, but few of them have been excavated. Although the
numbers of excavated Buddhist sites have been gradually increasing, the
ratio of excavated Buddhist sites is only 4 per cent of the total excavations,
Cultural Heritage Administration conducted excavations of temples located at
the ancient capitals such as Mireuksa Temple in Iksan, and Hwangryongsa
Temple in Gyeongju; and the non-commercial institutions carried out small
scale or one-time excavations,

The constructions of temples were the national projects; therefore
excavations of them should be large scale investigations based on thorough
plans, large budgets, and many researchers. Except temples at Buyeo and
Gyeongju that have been excavated on the basis of thorough plans,
however, investigations of temples have not been systematically conducted,
Archaeology of Buddhism will be progressed when excavations of them will
be based on accurate survey methodology when researchers establish plan,

meticulous records, and accurate organisation of investigated data,

Key words : sites of Buddhism, temples, excavations and investigations.
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