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Abstract

Function of Buildings
in Buddhism temple in Ancient
Japan from Excavated Artifacts

Tetsuo Hishida | Kyoto Prefectural University

After Buddhism was introduced from Korea in the sixth century,
more than 600 Buddhist temples were erected by the middle eighth
century, Although Buddhism ritual played an essential role in the
temples, it is uncertain in ancient Japan, But we have some evi-
dences for the ritual by excavated artifacts from temple sites, Firstly
I mention about pottery with literature which were found in Aki
Kokubunji  (%#£@4r3F) temple and Kamiodera  (ifilE=F)

temple, These pottery show the ritual of ‘Ango’ (%¢/&) , Saie” (75
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) ,and Keka' (If58) . The last one that means removing sin by
confession is important and popular ritual in ancient Japan, And in
Kamiodera temple various Buddhism ritual, for instance ritual with
thousands of light in earthenware dish were carried out,
Kamiodera temple has distinctive layout of building complexes,
There are a stupa at the western side and a building for Buddhism
statues at the eastern side, which is popular layout in the late half of
Seventh century, but the stupa and building for Buddhism statues
are very small, and the building is attached by small building for
religious services, And the temple site has another character that the
ditch comes around the buildings from a spring. These characters
mean the new change took place in the layout of the Buddhism
temples in middle of eight century,

Building for religious services were found in several temples like
Uenodan site ( |-/ B&#F) and Nigatsudo (T H%)  building
in the Todaiji (B k=) temple which is building only for ‘Keka’
Then in Kanto district, there are several sites that have both building
for Buddhism statues and building for religious services. In these
cases, they have no stupa or ceramic model of stupa, It means that
the stupa became formal and Buddhism ritual like ‘Keka’ spread to
the folk in local regions, While big wooden multistory stupas were
built on every central temples named as Kokubunji  ([#4=F)
in each provinces and great temples in the capital Nara (&R)
Some temples made Buddhism space concentrated to the buildings

for Buddhism status, These aspects show the diversity of Buddhism
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worship in middle of eight century in Japan,

In late eight century, there is another new movement in Buddhism
ritual, It is typical as ‘Hyakumantou Darani’ (5 E#EFERE) , ora
million small stupas which were devoted to 10 important temples
near the capital, And small earthenware stupas were found in the
local temple as Minoyama  (SEifLLPEF) temple site in eight cen-
tury, I think these small stupas were devoted to the temple for me-
morial service for the dead, The ritual of devoting small stupas is
new current which continues to the stupas as a grave marker in the
middle age,

A hundred of Rectangular stone stupas built neatly in the Chihenji  (
##%<F) temple site in ninth century, T consider it also as a devot-
ing stupa, And another instance of Nakadera (H7£EYF) temple
site in tenth century is not neatly but I consider it as Buddhism ritual
to build many rectangular stone stupas for memorial service for the
dead. These evidences mean the spread of the new ritual and wor-
ship to the stupa which was written in the text in Heian period. .

As T mentioned above, there are new change of Buddhism ritual in
middle of eight century, It means the spread of Buddhism worship
and ceremony to the local societies, At the same time, temples lo-
cated on the mountain and near the spring increased, I think these
new phenomena in the Buddhism temple related to the spread of
some rituals of Buddhism. And since there is an article that ‘Keka’
ritual needed the pure locations, I think this demand urge the build-

ing on mountains and near springs,
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