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Abstract

4

Stupa and ‘Alternative Sarira(relic)’

Focus on Sutra Contexts

0-In(Choi, Bok Hee) JoongAang Sangha University

This article divides Sarira into Buddha relics and Alternative sarira.
Buddha’s relics in this article limits enshrined relics in stupas by the
royals of eight countries. This Alternative Saria(relic)” term can not be
found in any sutras and was not popular term among scholars. My
efforts defines ‘Alternative Sarira’ as Buddha relics supplements such as
Dharmakaya sarira, pratityasamutpadagatha, minature stupa, Buddha
images and artificial pearl-like beads.

Dharmakaya sarira as a representive Alternative Sarira’ can be found
in Lotus Sutra. And Panna section sutras(Wisdom Sutras) refers belief
of Dharmakaya Sarira which can be shown Lotus Sutra and Vimalakirti
Sutra identified the dharma as the true body of the Buddha. According
to Din Fu Bao’s Dictionary of Buddhist Terms, a Dharma body $arira is
“the Sutra as told by the Buddha: That which is unchanging in what is
told by the Buddha, is of the same property as the essence of the Buddha

Abstract | Stupa and ‘Alternative Sarira(relic)” 41



himself, hence it is called the ‘dharma body $arira™.
Pratityasamutpadagatha and its connection to consecrating stupas

as an alternative the Buddha relic shows the equation of the Buddha

and his teaching in sutra where the Buddha states: “He who sees the

Dhamma, Vakkali, sees me; he who sees me, sees the Dhamma.”
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