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Value and Status of Geumsansa Temple Square
Precept Platform

Choi Tae Sean JungAng Sangha University

To practice precept is ethical virtue issue for Buddhist monks and Square
Precept Platform is proper rite for conferment of precepts. In early sutras
like Dharmagupta-vinaya(J453t), Space for performing ceremony of
conferment is divided into exterior construction and interior platform
fitting variable situation.

Open-air precept platforms in Far Eastern Asia were not very popular. All
these platforms follow standard form from the book ‘Illustarated Scripture
concerning the erection of the Ordination Platform in the Guanzhong
Region (P H1 Bl SZ B [l E)” by Daxuan(3& 5), Tang dynasty.

Domestic examples of exterior construction following Daxuan
Scripture Ordination Platform are Tongdosa Temple’s and geumsansa
temple’s. Both construction structure are similar but in another contexts..
Tongdosa has ‘Diamond Precept Platform’ name while Geumsansa has

simple ‘Square Precept Platform’.



This study focuses on the external architectural approach to the
constructural viewpoint of Geumsansa Temple Precept Platform. Also
very important achievement of the meaning and difference of Geumsansa
Temple Precept Platform comparing with Daxuan Scripture Ordination
Platform has been figured it out .

Through this study, it turns out the importance of the Ordination
Platform location in the monastery. Also it has hierarchic spatial
characteristic in the monastic life. Combined study between architectural
approach and philosophical approach show this ordination platform has

significant name change in different eras.

Abstract | Value and Status of Geumsansa Temple Square Precept Platform 191






