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A Study on the Murals Painting of Maitreya
Hall in Geumsansa-Temple

Kim, Chang Kyun Dongguk University

Maitreya Hall(jfj#)i%) in Geumsan-sa Temple is a building comprised
of one storied on the inside and three storied on the outside. Hung on
each floor are three inscribed boards of the floors’ titles : Daejabojeon(“k
FEHE), Yonghwajeehoe((fEHE.Z ), and Mireukjeon (Jii#/}).

The Murals Painting of Maitreya Hall are drawn on the entirety of its
walls, also known as shell walls, found between the pillars of the roof,
and on the main walls, also known as middle walls, standing underneath
the eaves, except for those on the front sides of the first, second, and third
floors where the entrance windows and doors are placed. The material of
the murals seems to differ by location, so this study examines the subject
and contents of each floor’s paintings. However, the inner wall of the
second floor appears to be impossible to paint due to its architectural
structure, and thus remains unpainted, whereas that of the first floor is

painted. The paintings on the first floor were considered in this study.
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In addition, it was found that the painting techniques on each
floor slightly differ, which demonstrates that the murals were drawn
in different time periods. Therefore, this study attempts to record the
chronology of the murals, albeit in acknowledgement of its limitations.

The first floor of the Maitreya Hall is a prayer room for temple-goers.
The shell wall adorns a painting of Buddha’s disciples, and black-and -
white ink paintings of bamboos, orchids, landscapes, birds and flowers.
Many murals are drawn on the east, south, and north sides of the middle
wall, except that which is on the front side of the hall.

Maitreya Hall serves one important purpose: to practice Jeomchal-
gyobeop(15%2%iJ5 Buddhist fortunetelling), in order to establish a
belief based on Mireuk Hasaeng-gyeong(Gfifli FA=#%) scriptures that
Maitreya will come down to the world, become Buddha, and save
humankind. However, the floors have different titles and inscribed
boards that signify different characters, and the paintings are drawn to
match each floor’s character. In other words, Maitreya Hall represents
the completion of faith that after Sakyamuni’s nirvana, Bodhisattva will
come down to the world from the sky, hold three ceremonies under
Yonghwa Tree(fEHER) in Hwarim Garden(FEfK[E), reach nirvana,
become Maitreya, and redeem humankind.

In the case of mural paintings inside and outside of the Maitreya Hall,
even if these were constructed at a later period, their significance as data
lies in figuring out the characters of each floor level to a certain extent.
This study also holds significance that the recording of chronology

is possible based on the technique and form of Murals Painting on



different locations of shell and middle walls.

Keywords : Daejabojeon(X#EE%), Yonghwajeehoe (BEZEZ &),

Maitreya Hall (GE#HEY), MireukHasaeng—gyeong (ff#h T &£5%),
Jeomchalgyobeop (5 Z2550%)
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