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A Study of enlightenment hierarchic in
Buddhist buildings of Korea

Kim, Bong Gon ex-President of Korea Nat'l Univ. of Cultural Heritage

The purpose of this study is to identify the layout of buddhist temples
and architectural style of 112 buddhist buildings which are designated
by central and local governments in Korea. For this study, the buddhist
buildings are grouped by three stages of buddhist enlightenment
(Buddha, Bodhisativa, guardian god). Based on parallel, orthogonal,
straight and independent axis, the main buddhist halls are connected to
secondary halls. The Buddhist buildings of three stage are arranged on
the similar concentric circle based on buddhist concept of universe. The
survey of plan, roof style, bracket system, window pattern, ceiling style,
Buddhist altar are conducted. Thus it come to a conculsion that the size,
architectural style and design are closely related to the three stages of

Buddhist enlightenment.



Keywords : Buddha, Bodhisativa, guardian god, three stages of
buddhist enlightenment, the similar concentric circle,
buddhist concept of universe, the size, architectural style

and design
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