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The Sublimity of the Statue of Buddha,
the Meanings and Characteristics of Bulokjang

Lee, Seon Yong Senior researcher, the Institute of Traditional Fabric Restoration,
Korea National University of Cultural Heritage

Bulokjang(ffl:l&3%) is a Buddhist ricual (fiZ4{#1%) that represents the unique
culture of Korea that is different from other countries” cultures, and Josang
gyeong("3E(4:88 ) is at its core. The purpose of this study is to analyze the
concept of bulokjang through the ideologies and ritual characteristics that
are inherent in Josang gyeong.

Josang gyeong is composed mainly of Zhufo pusa fuzang tan yishi(" (&
LRI, Miaojixiang dajiaowang jing(THYEHFERITALY,
and San xidi tanshi(" = F&HIEFE ). Tt contains not only the classification,
production method, and definition of the items(4#7H) that are placed inside
the bulokjang, but also the entire ritual(f§i&) process. In particular, the
significance and definition of each of item changes according to the ritual.
The items, Five Wisdoms(F1%) that are inherent to the Five Buddha(#.
i), and the meaning of incense(7) and medicine(%) are all connected to

the Five Buddha, and through the consecration with water(ETH{Y), they
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become the body of Buddha(ff:£). By placing the items constituting the
body of Buddha in the statue(f%) and making it sacred, the “Buddhist(fjf;),”
to which a religious meaning is given, is completed. This is different from the
enshrinement of the halidom(¥24%) in Gandhara, which enshrined the sacred
remains of the small crystals in usnisa(THZZ). Furthermore, it is differentiated
from that of China, in which realistic and practical representations of the
five viscera and six entrails(FL# /) are placed inside the statue. These
characteristics are believed to be completed, as the ideas and forms of the
Buddhist scriptures of esoteric Buddhism were introduced in bulokjang and
Josang gyeong. Our country’s bulokjang is recognized as a religious ritual act
of approaching the truth of Buddha by making the inside of the statue sacred

with items that constitute the bodies of the Five Buddhas.

Keywords : Bulokjang, Josang gyeong, five directions, Five Buddha,

Palyeongtong, Huryeongtong
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